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Modoc County Quarterly Report

Submitted by Kelley Poindexter, Community Coordinator, MEC

January – March 2001

· Things are movin’ and shakin’ in Modoc County.  We are proud to say we are settled into our new facility and are finding our new location to be an exciting and great place to serve the community.  The Main Street location has certainly generated a lot of new interest.  Currently Laura Yeier, our EDD representative, is working half time in the new facility but we are looking forward to her full-time presence in the near future. Our computer lab is up and running with a steady stream of lab users, our business resource library is also being frequented, and meetings are plentiful in our conference area.  Activity includes our monthly inter-agency roundtable meetings, job fair committee meetings, youth program orientations, and of course, visits from our management team.  The confidential office is proving extremely useful for client testing, employer interviewing, and conference calls. 

· The “Partner’s Meeting” luncheon on January 10, 2001 got various departments within Modoc County familiar with our new Center.  Partner agencies were invited to tour the new facility and were provided lunch.  The AFWD Management Team explained our role in the One Stop, WIA core services, and introduced new staff to everyone.  It was a great way to get started.  Attendees were impressed with the building renovations, Main Street location, and were looking forward to continued and improved collaborative partnerships.

· On February 2, in partnership with staff from the Lassen Career Network, we conducted an outreach venture to the “Big Valley Chamber of Commerce”.  We explained the programs and services to this newly organized group.  We found attendees to be warm and friendly and definitely happy to have us speak with them.  The new Chamber presented us each with a Certificate of Appreciation.  (MEC’s first one!)  Due to the proximity of the communities that Big Valley Chamber of Commerce serves we found that they were glad to hear that they could pursue services from either County that was represented. 

· One of the highlights this quarter was the opportunity MEC had to host the North State Economic Summit Briefing on February 28.  The facility received rave reviews from community members and provided a great venue for the briefing.  Several business owners, our local Nortec WIB member Dwight Beeson, three Modoc County Board of Supervisors, the President of Alturas Chamber of Commerce, the North County Resource Conservation and Development Project Coordinator, and the local representative from the Modoc Farm Bureau were in attendance, as well as members of the AFWD Management Team.  The meeting was very informative and enjoyed by all.  Needless to say Don Smails presentation gave us a lot to think about.
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· The actual Summit was a great experience and good information was gathered.  At their request, I will be providing the Alturas Chamber of Commerce a short report on the event at their next meeting.  Information was also shared with the local economic developer and various interested parties.  

· Modoc AFWD Staff, Donna Garcia and Cloud Schiermeyer assisted Plumas and Lassen with the recent Rapid Response efforts to JC Penney and Loyalton Sierra Pacific Industries closures.  The “hands on” training was a really good experience.  Since a closure has not occurred recently in Modoc County, staff said it felt great to be able to learn more about the positive impact our programs have on dislocated workers.  

· Our “Modoc Employment Center” sign was delivered on April 20, and hung the same day.  We have received numerous compliments on how great it looks.  It does have a unique style, and compliments the brick exterior quite well.  Thank you to Lyle of Mayart in Standish for a wonderful job.  Maintenance efforts continue here with the hanging of blinds, moving furniture, painting, and more to assure that the new One-Stop is aesthetically pleasing. Kudos goes to Maintenance Person, Dan Sefried for all of his assistance and hard work.  As with any move, the technological challenges have arose but we are happy to report with the assistance of Scott Shafer our system is finally “bug-free”.  Now, we can look forward to having computer classes in our lab.  It’s really great to have so much support from so many, it makes our jobs so much easier.

· We have been giving regular tours of the Modoc Employment Center; to CalWorks class participants, handicapped members of the Modoc Work Activity Center, local business owners, and any one else who just happens to stop in.  Traffic off the street is steadily increasing as time goes by, especially since we have been labeled with our new sign.
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· Plans are under way for the Third Annual Tri-State Job Fair, to be held on May 2, from 1:00p.m. until 4:00 p.m.  We already have 46 agencies and businesses along with 16 colleges and voc/tech schools.  There will be 60 inside booths and about 10 outside participants.  A number of employers will be taking applications and conducting interviews.  Residents from the neighboring communities are encouraged to attend.  Laurie Wann, AFWD Marketing Specialist is providing valuable assistance to assure that the entire Northeastern area is aware of the Job Fair and invited to participate! 

· Well, that’s about it for Modoc.  As I said before things are shakin’, the staff is busy, and time seems to fly by.  We have lots of hopes and plans for our Center, and are glad to be off and running!  I would like to take a moment to extend an invitation to everyone to stop by and see us if your in our “neck of the woods”!
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Participants actively listen to the presentation conducted during the North State Economic Summit at the Modoc Employment Center.








Don Smails, Senior Project Manager, explains the dynamics of Northeastern California economic development and the challenges ahead.





Now, we are really here to serve!!
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